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Trends in Drug Use among Youth 
Overview of Youth Substance Use Trends 
• Youth (ages 15-24) continue to have the highest self-reported past-year use of illicit substances 

compared to other Canadians.1 

• The top five substances used by youth according to the 2010 Canadian Alcohol and Drug Use 
Monitoring Survey (CADUMS) were alcohol (71.5%), marijuana (25.1%), hallucinogens (4.6%), 
ecstasy (3.8%) and cocaine (2.7%). 

• Since 2008, there has been a downward trend in past year use among youth, in general and by 
gender, for each of the drugs listed above. 

• There were no statistically significant differences in self-reported past year use of alcohol, 
cocaine or ecstasy between males and females, according to 2010 CADUMS data. However, 
significantly more young males reported using marijuana in the past year (2010) than young 
females. 

Youth Alcohol Use in Canada 
Alcohol is the number one substance used by youth in Canada. The prevalence of past-year use of 
alcohol among youth in Canada remains high (71.5%), despite a statistically significant decrease of 
7% between 2008 and 2010. Past-year use among young males has also decreased significantly 
from 83.6% in 2008 to 74% in 2010, while past-year prevalence among female youth remained 
statistically unchanged from 2008 to 2010 at approximately 70%. Past-year prevalence is the same 
for male and female youth. 

According to data collected by the CADUMS in 2010, 57% of Canadian youth of legal drinking age 
(18/19–24 years of age) reported drinking in a risky manner (4+ drinks for women, 5+ drinks for 
men on one occasion) in the past month and this has not changed significantly over time, for either 
gender. Significantly more young males reported risky drinking in the past year than females (62.9% 
compared to 50.1%).2  

Youth Marijuana Use in Canada 
Marijuana is the most commonly used illicit substance among youth in Canada. However, the 
prevalence of past-year marijuana use among youth decreased significantly between 2008 and 
2010 (32.7% compared to 25.1%). Among male youth, past-year marijuana use remained 
statistically unchanged between 2008 and 2010 (~30%). However, past-year marijuana use 
decreased significantly among female youth from 29.6% in 2008 to 19.7% in 2010, a difference of 
nearly 10%. The use of marijuana increases significantly by grade between grades 7 to 12, and the 
past-year prevalence ranged from 16.7% to 32.4%.2  
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The Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse changes lives by bringing people and 
knowledge together to reduce the harm of alcohol and other drugs on society. We 
partner with public, private and non-governmental organizations to improve the 
health and safety of Canadians. 

CCSA activities and products are made possible through a financial contribution from 
Health Canada. The views of CCSA do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Government of Canada. 

 

Youth Ecstasy Use in Canada 
Ecstasy is the third most used illicit drug among youth in Canada. The prevalence of past-year 
ecstasy use among Canadian youth decreased from 6.5% in 2008 to 3.8% in 2010; this decrease, 
however, was not statistically significant. Similarly, between 2008 and 2010 there were no 
statistically significant changes in past-year use of ecstasy among or between males and females.  

Youth Cocaine Use in Canada 
Cocaine is the fourth most used illicit drug among youth in Canada. The prevalence of past-year 
cocaine use among youth decreased significantly between 2008 (5.9%) and 2010 (2.7%). Among 
male youth, past-year cocaine use decreased significantly from 8.3% in 2008 to 3.2% in 2010. Past-
year cocaine use among female youth remained statistically unchanged at approximately 2%. There 
was no significant difference in the prevalence of past-year cocaine use between males and females.  
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