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CCENDU Bulletin 
Drug-related Harms at Canadian Music Festivals  

Summary 

 Between June and August 2014, at least five young adults died while attending Canadian 

music festivals; many more individuals were treated onsite or admitted to hospital. 

 It is suspected that drug use was a contributing factor in these deaths and illnesses. 

 The CCENDU network attempted to compile detailed reliable information on drug-related 

deaths and illnesses that occurred at these festivals; however, investigations are ongoing 

and as of September 2014 very little information is available.  

 A complete description of drug-related deaths and illnesses that occurred during the 2014 

Canadian music festival season is warranted when the information becomes available. 

 There is a need to discuss and review practices for preventing and responding to drug-

related deaths and illnesses at these music festivals.  

 CCENDU and the Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse (CCSA) are interested in 

collaborating with partners to assemble and share this information. Anyone who has 

information or is interested in becoming involved should contact CCENDU@ccsa.ca. 

Background 

Summer music festivals are held throughout Canada every year. These festivals are often large, with 

as many as 70,000 tickets sold. Media reports indicate that between June and August 2014, many 

festival attendees were treated onsite by volunteer or contracted medical services, and a large 

number were transported to hospital for alcohol and other drug-related health issues. There have 

also been at least five deaths (19–24 years of age) in which alcohol and/or other drug use is 

suspected to be a contributing factor. These deaths occurred in Toronto (Veld)1,2,3 and Ottawa 

(Escapade),4 Ontario, and in Penticton (Boonstock)2,5,6,7 and Pemberton (Pemberton Music 

Festival),1,8 British Columbia. Other deaths have also occurred at large music festivals in the United 

States (Ultra Music Festival)9 and elsewhere (Future Music Festival; Glastonbury Festival).10,11 

As of September 2014, there are many unanswered questions about these deaths and illnesses as 

investigations are ongoing. A complete description of drug-related deaths and illnesses occurring at 

large summer music festivals in Canada is warranted. 

There does not appear to be any consistent national or provincial guidelines, or specific language 

within existing guidelines, aimed at preventing and responding to drug-related overdoses at these 

events. In many jurisdictions in Canada, permits for events and festivals are granted municipally, 

without a requirement for consistent minimum standards for health and safety. It is important to 

discuss and review practices for preventing and responding to drug-related deaths and illnesses at 

Canadian music festivals.  
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Call to Action 

In response, CCENDU and CCSA have begun: 

 Collecting information on drug-related deaths and illnesses that have occurred at Canadian 

summer music festivals; and  

 Assembling a group of experts to identify lessons learned and to help inform the 

development of recommendations for preventing, preparing for, and responding to drug-

related overdoses at large festivals.  

CCENDU@ccsa.ca.  

To subscribe to CCENDU Alerts and Bulletins and receive updates as new information becomes 

available, visit our subscription page. For more information on CCENDU, visit www.CCENDU.ca. 
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The Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse changes lives by bringing people and 

knowledge together to reduce the harm of alcohol and other drugs on society. We 

partner with public, private and non-governmental organizations to improve the health 

and safety of Canadians. 

CCSA activities and products are made possible through a financial contribution from 

Health Canada. The views of CCSA do not necessarily represent the views of the 

Government of Canada. 
 

We wish to complete these initiatives and release a comprehensive report of findings. Anyone who 

has information to share or who is interested in being involved in these initiatives should contact 
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